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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action in response to the Application no. 1 0593477 filed on 9/26/2006 
is entered. 

Claims 1 - 9 have been canceled and 10-18 have been newly added based on 
Preliminary Amendment filed on 9/20/2006. 

Claims 10 - 18 are hence entered and presented for examination. 
Priority 

2. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 9/20/2006 was filed, 
and the submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, 
the information disclosure statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 10, 1 1 , 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Regarding claim 10, the clause "operable to" in lines 3, 8, 1 1, 15, 18, respectively 
is not a positive recitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the clause "operable to" in line 2 is not a positive recitation. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 12, the clause "operable to" in lines 2, 5, respectively is not a 
positive recitation. Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 10/593,477 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2419 

Regarding claim 13, the clause "operable to" in lines 2, 5, respectively is not a 
positive recitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 14, the clause "operable to" in lines 4, 7, 8, 9, 12, 14, 16, 20, 22, 
respectively is not a positive recitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 15, the clause "operable to" in line 2 is not a positive recitation. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 16, the clause "operable to" in lines 3, 7, respectively is not a 
positive recitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 17, the clause "operable to" in lines 2, 5, respectively is not a 
positive recitation. Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 18, the clause "operable to" in line 2 is not a positive recitation. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

6. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 18, the claim is merely a program claim, per se. Since 
computer programs claimed as computer listings per se, i.e., the descriptions or 
expressions of the programs, are not physical "things." They are neither computer 
components nor statutory processes, as they are not "acts" being performed. Such 
claimed computer programs do not define any structural and functional 
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interrelationships between the computer program and other claimed elements of a 
computer which permit the computer program's functionality to be realized. Besides, the 
claimed subject matter "a program" is not claimed as embodied in computer-readable 
media are descriptive material per se and are not statutory because they are not 
capable of causing functional change in the computer. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d 
at 1361 , 31 USPQ2d at 1760 (claim to a data structure per se held nonstatutory). See 
MPEP §2106. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 10 - 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kawakami et al. (US 200201 98780 A1 ) in view of Soga et al. (US 738631 1 B2). 

Regarding claims 10, 17, Kawakami et al. disclose a content relay server, and a 
method for relaying a content between a content source apparatus and a content 
destination apparatus (Abstract, Fig.1, Fig. 5), said content relay server(element 10, Fig. 
1, element 10a, Fig. 5) comprising: an information storing unit operable to store 
identification information of the content destination apparatus and content information 
about a content that can be received by the content destination apparatus, the 
identification information and content information being associated with each other, and 
operable to store source information about the content source apparatus and 
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destination information about the content destination apparatus (element 12, 
advertisement content storing section, Fig. 1, paras. [0013], [0029], [0045]) ;a content 
receiving unit operable to receive, from the content source apparatus, identification 
information of the content destination apparatus, a content associated with the 
identification information, and source information about the content source apparatus 
(element 14 receiving section, Fig. 1, paras. [0042], [0043]); a transfer judging unit 
operable to extract, from said information storing unit, content information associated 
with the received identification information of the content destination apparatus, and 
judge, based on the content information, whether or not the received content can be 
received by the content destination apparatus (element 13, Judgment Section, Fig. 1, 
para. [0045], [0046]); a content transferring unit operable to transfer the received 
content to the content destination apparatus identified by the identification information 
when said transfer judging unit judges that the content can be received (element 16, 
transmitting section, Fig. 1, para. [0042], [0046]); and Kawakami et al. disclose implicitly 
a transfer rejection notifying unit operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to at 
least one of a message displaying apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus 
when said transfer judging unit judges that the content cannot be received (element 11, 
scheduler, paras. [0042], [0046], [0047]). 

Kawakami et al. do not disclose explicitly a transfer rejection notifying unit 
operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to at least one of a message displaying 
apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus when said transfer judging unit judges 
that the content cannot be received. 
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Soga et al. in the same field of endeavor teach a transfer rejection notifying unit 
operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to at least one of a message displaying 
apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus when said transfer judging unit judges 
that the content cannot be received (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 46 - 51, col. 3, lines 20 - 26, 
col. 8, lines 3-12). 

At time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Kawakami et al. to include the features 
of a transfer rejection notifying unit operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to at 
least one of a message displaying apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus 
when said transfer judging unit judges that the content cannot be received as taught by 
Soga et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so for providing a 
system which is able to carry out an appropriate service when transmitting contents by 
using a roaming service by taking into account circumstances of a country or a region 
where the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted is in, or circumstances of the 
mobile communication network the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted 
belongs to (as suggested by Soga et al., see col. 2, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 11, Kawakami et al. disclose the content relay server claimed 
further comprising an arrival advance notifying unit operable to provide advance notice 
to the content destination apparatus based on destination information when said 
transfer judging unit judges that the content cannot be received, the advance notice 
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indicating that the content has arrived at said content relay server but cannot be 
transferred to the content destination apparatus (paras [0042], [0045], [0046]). 

Regarding claim 12, Kawakami et al. do not disclose wherein said information 
storing unit is operable to store rejection information for rejecting a reception of a 
content transmitted from a specific source; and said content relay server further 
comprises a reception rejecting unit operable to judge whether or not the source 
information transmitted from the content source apparatus is included in the rejection 
information, and reject a reception of the content and provide notice of the reception 
rejection to the content source apparatus when the source information is included. 

Soga et al. in the same field of endeavor teach wherein said information storing 
unit is operable to store rejection information for rejecting a reception of a content 
transmitted from a specific source; and said content relay server further comprises a 
reception rejecting unit operable to judge whether or not the source information 
transmitted from the content source apparatus is included in the rejection information, 
and reject a reception of the content and provide notice of the reception rejection to the 
content source apparatus when the source information is included ("access rejection 
function"; Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 46 - 51, col. 3, lines 20 - 26, col. 8, lines 3 - 12, col. 12, 
lines 1-15). 

At time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Kawakami et al. to include the features 
of wherein said information storing unit is operable to store rejection information for 
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rejecting a reception of a content transmitted from a specific source; and said content 
relay server further comprises a reception rejecting unit operable to judge whether or 
not the source information transmitted from the content source apparatus is included in 
the rejection information, and reject a reception of the content and provide notice of the 
reception rejection to the content source apparatus when the source information is 
included as taught by Soga et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
do so for providing a system which is able to carry out an appropriate service when 
transmitting contents by using a roaming service by taking into account circumstances 
of a country or a region where the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted is in, or 
circumstances of the mobile communication network the mobile unit to which contents 
are transmitted belongs to (as suggested by Soga et al., see col. 2, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 13, Kawakami et al. do not disclose explicitly wherein said 
information storing unit is operable to store rejection information for rejecting a reception 
of a content transmitted from a specific source; and said content relay server further 
comprises a reception rejecting unit operable to judge whether or not the source 
information transmitted from the content source apparatus is included in the rejection 
information, and reject a reception of the content. 

Soga et al. in the same field of endeavor teach wherein said information storing 
unit is operable to store rejection information for rejecting a reception of a content 
transmitted from a specific source ("storage means"; col. 3, lines 17- 26, col. 8, lines 3 
- 12); and said content relay server further comprises a reception rejecting unit 
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operable to judge whether or not the source information transmitted from the content 
source apparatus is included in the rejection information, and reject a reception of the 
content ("access rejection function"; Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 46 - 51, col. 3, lines 20 - 26, 
col. 8, lines 3-12, col. 12, lines 1-15). 

At time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Kawakami et al. to include the features 
of wherein said information storing unit is operable to store rejection information for 
rejecting a reception of a content transmitted from a specific source; and said content 
relay server further comprises a reception rejecting unit operable to judge whether or 
not the source information transmitted from the content source apparatus is included in 
the rejection information, and reject a reception of the content as taught by Soga et al. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so for providing a system which 
is able to carry out an appropriate service when transmitting contents by using a 
roaming service by taking into account circumstances of a country or a region where the 
mobile unit to which contents are transmitted is in, or circumstances of the mobile 
communication network the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted belongs to (as 
suggested by Soga et al., see col. 2, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 14, Kawakami et al. disclose a content relay system for 
transmitting and receiving a content via a content relay server (Fig. 1, Fig. 5), said 
content relay system comprising: a content transmitting apparatus having unique 
identification information and being operable to transmit a content (elements 20, 22, 
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"content server", transmitting section'"; Fig. 1, para. [0039]); a message displaying 
apparatus which is given an address associated with said content transmitting 
apparatus ("display banner advertisements"; para. [0009]); a content storing apparatus 
operable to store a content (elements 20, 21, "content server and image content storing 
section"; Fig. 1, para. [0039]); and a content relay server operable to relay a content 
server (element 10, Fig. 1, element 10a, Fig. 5), said content relay server comprising: an 
information storing unit operable to store identification information of a content 
destination apparatus and content information about a content that can be received by 
the content destination apparatus, the identification information and content information 
being associated with each other, and operable to store source information about a 
content source apparatus and destination information about the content destination 
apparatus ((element 12, advertisement content storing section, Fig. 1, paras. [0013], 
[0029], [0045]); a content receiving unit operable to receive, from the content source 
apparatus, identification information of the content destination apparatus, a content 
associated with the identification information, and source information about the content 
source apparatus element 14 receiving section, Fig. 1, paras. [0042], [0043]);; a transfer 
judging unit operable to extract, from said information storing unit, content information 
associated with the received identification information of the content destination 
apparatus, and judge, based on the content information, whether or not the received 
content can be received by the content destination apparatus (element 13, Judgment 
Section, Fig. 1, para. [0045], [0046]);; a content transferring unit operable to transfer the 
received content to the content destination apparatus identified by the identification 
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information when said transfer judging unit judges that the content can be received 
element 16, transmitting section, Fig. 1, para. [0042], [0046]); and Kawakami et al. 
disclose implicitly a transfer rejection notifying unit operable to provide notice of a 
transfer rejection to the content source apparatus based on the source information 
when said transfer judging unit judges that the content cannot be received (element 11, 
scheduler, paras. [0042], [0046], [0047]). 

Kawakami et al. do not disclose explicitly a transfer rejection notifying unit 
operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to the content source apparatus based 
on the source information when said transfer judging unit judges that the content cannot 
be received. 

Soga et al. in the same field of endeavor teach a transfer rejection notifying unit 
operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to the content source apparatus based 
on the source information when said transfer judging unit judges that the content cannot 
be received (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 46 - 51, col. 3, lines 20 - 26, col. 8, lines 3 - 12). 

At time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Kawakami et al. to include the features 
of a transfer rejection notifying unit operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to 
the content source apparatus based on the source information when said transfer 
judging unit judges that the content cannot be received as taught by Soga et al. One of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so for providing a system which is able 
to carry out an appropriate service when transmitting contents by using a roaming 
service by taking into account circumstances of a country or a region where the mobile 
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unit to which contents are transmitted is in, or circumstances of the mobile 
communication network the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted belongs to (as 
suggested by Soga et al., see col. 2, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 15, Kawakami et al. disclose the content relay system claimed 
further comprising a destination displaying apparatus operable to receive advance 
notice of a content arrival and display a message indicating the advance notice (paras 
[0042], [0045]-[0047]). 

Regarding claim 16, Kawakami et al. disclose the content relay system claimed 
wherein said the content storing apparatus (Fig. 1) except comprises a content 
information update requesting unit operable to provide notice of a change in the content 
information to said content relay server when the content information about the content 
that can be received has been changed; and said content relay server further comprises 
an information updating unit operable to update the content information stored in said 
information storing unit upon request from said content information update requesting 
unit. 

Soga et al. in the same field of endeavor teach a content information update 
requesting unit operable to provide notice of a change in the content information to said 
content relay server when the content information about the content that can be 
received has been changed (col. 10, lines 30- 38); and said content relay server further 
comprises an information updating unit operable to update the content information 
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stored in said information storing unit upon request from said content information update 
requesting unit (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 46- 51, col. 3, lines 20 - 26, col. 8, lines 3 - 12, col. 
10, lines 39-64). 

At time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Kawakami et al. to include the features 
of a content information update requesting unit operable to provide notice of a change in 
the content information to said content relay server when the content information about 
the content that can be received has been changed; and said content relay server 
further comprises an information updating unit operable to update the content 
information stored in said information storing unit upon request from said content 
information update requesting unit as taught by Soga et al. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would be motivated to do so for providing a system which is able to carry out an 
appropriate service when transmitting contents by using a roaming service by taking 
into account circumstances of a country or a region where the mobile unit to which 
contents are transmitted is in, or circumstances of the mobile communication network 
the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted belongs to (as suggested by Soga et 
al., see col. 2, lines 21 - 27). 

Regarding claim 18, Kawakami et al. disclose a program for relaying a content 
between a content source apparatus and a content destination apparatus ("content 
distribution program"; para. [0107]), said program comprising executable code operable 
to cause a computer to perform: receiving, from the content source apparatus, 
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identification information of the content destination apparatus, a content associated with 
the identification information, and source information about the content source 
apparatus (Fig. 1 (element 14 receiving section, Fig. 1, paras. [0042] ); 
extracting, from the information storing unit, content information associated with the 
received identification information of the content destination apparatus, and judging, 
based on the content information, whether or not the received content can be received 
by the content destination apparatus ((element 13, Judgment Section, Fig. 1, para. 
[0045], [0046] ); transferring the received content to the content destination apparatus 
identified by the identification information when it is judged that the content can be 
received (element 16, transmitting section, Fig. 1, para. [0042], [0046]); and 
providing notice of a transfer rejection to the content source apparatus based on the 
source information when it is judged that the content cannot be received (element 16, 
transmitting section, Fig. 1, para. [0042], [0046]). 

Kawakami et al. do not disclose explicitly a transfer rejection notifying unit 
operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to at least one of a message displaying 
apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus when said transfer judging unit judges 
that the content cannot be received. 

Soga et al. in the same field of endeavor teach a transfer rejection notifying unit 
operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to at least one of a message displaying 
apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus when said transfer judging unit judges 
that the content cannot be received (Fig. 2, col. 2, lines 46 - 51, col. 3, lines 20 - 26, 
col. 8, lines 3-12). 
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At time the invention was made it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the teachings of Kawakami et al. to include the features 
of a transfer rejection notifying unit operable to provide notice of a transfer rejection to at 
least one of a message displaying apparatus and a destination displaying apparatus 
when said transfer judging unit judges that the content cannot be received as taught by 
Soga et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to do so for providing a 
system which is able to carry out an appropriate service when transmitting contents by 
using a roaming service by taking into account circumstances of a country or a region 
where the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted is in, or circumstances of the 
mobile communication network the mobile unit to which contents are transmitted 
belongs to (as suggested by Soga et al., see col. 2, lines 21 - 27). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) Yamaguchi (US 7031654 B2) teaches repeater, mobile radio communication 
system, fault notification method for said repeater or said mobile radio 
communication system, and recording medium having, recorded thereon, 
fault notification program for said repeater or said mobile radio 
communication system. 

b) Kobayashi (US 7222186 B2) teaches content transferring technique. 

c) Takeshima et al. (US 20040054779 A1 ) teach network system. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrew C. Lee whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
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3131 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30am - 
5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edan Orgad can be reached on (571) 272-7884. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Andrew C Lee/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2419 
<2/21/2009:2Qy09> 



/Edan Orgad/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2419 



